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to the butter, eggs, flax, hides, and cereals from Russia to
form a great volume of export trade. Riga (378,000) was
the main port, and was the chief market for timber from White
Russia and Volhynia (Western Ukraine). It has timber,
textile, metal, and rubber industries, and exports flax, butter,
and eggs. Navigation can be maintained by ice-breakers
until December, when the shallow gulf freezes over.
Liepaja (Libau) and Ventspils (Windau) are practically
ice-free, and were outports for Riga's transit trade from Russia.
In the forested morainic heights of Courland lumbering
is the main occupation, while the valley lands of the Lielupe
(Aa) and West Dvina (Daujava) support arable land devoted
to wheat and flax and considerable areas of pastureland.
The Palaeozoic uplands of Eastern Latvia contain consider-
able areas of Primary limestone surface rocks. About i o per
cent, of the land is devoted to flax. Barley is an important
crop, and cattle are reared for meat-production.
Latvia, like Estonia, has developed dairy farming to a
considerable degree, exports of butter after the Great War
rising to ten times the pre-war figure. On the other hand,
the export of timber from Russia suffered when Latvia
became an independent state. The loss of the Russian market
brought about the extinction of the large industries, which
were replaced by small establishments working for the home
market. Industrial production declined by 82 per cent,
between 1913 and 1939. Since some 60 per cent, of industry
was situated in Riga the re-establishment of contact with the
natural hinterland of Russia is certainly of great economic
value to the port.
Before Latvia's entry into the U.S.S.R. the chief industries
were the timber, pulp, match, cotton, linen, and leather
industries.
Although Latvia possesses no coal, the rapids at Koknese
(on the limestone escarpment) could be utiMzed to supply a
large amount of hydro-electrical power.
When Latvia became a Soviet Republic plans for rapidly
increasing the industrial output of the country were immedi-
ately drawn up. Between 1940 and 1941 the production of